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GENKVEIVE L. KEMP. " Can yoa give me any new ideas 
iu reference to the making of a screen ? I do not wish 
to make a folding screen, bat one suitable to stand before 
the wood fire in the boudoir of a fashionable young matron. 
This lady is a friend to whom I failed to make a wedding pre- 
sent when she was married last June, but would now atone for 
the ommision in a birthday gift. I would like something unique, 
and she would be best pleased in being remembered in some- 
thing of my own devising." Very tasteful and unique single- 
fold screens are made of a couple of pieces of clear frosted glass, 
between which is a bouquet of pressed flowers. It is rather late 
in the season to undertake anything in which pressed flowers 
are needed, but as ferns are almost absolutely necessary to the 
making of a pleasing arrangement in pressed flowers, and ferns 

can be had of florists 
at all seasons of the 
year, you may yet 
accompl ish your bou- 
quet. With several 
fern fronds, and of 
several varieties i f 
possible, secure some 
flowers with single 
petals— oxalis, for in- 
stance, or primrose 
if you can get it, or 
any single blossoms 
with petals that are 
not fleshy or succul- 
ent; and several va- 
rieties are desirable, 
and flowers of sever- 
al colors. Pansies 
press nicely ; daisies 
are very beautiful 
when carefully press- 
ed, and larkspur in 
all colors, and corn- 
flower, if carefully 
pressed, retain their 
colors almost perfect- 
ly. For pressing flowers have a good supply of blotting paper, 
in large sheets ; and after arranging the flowers on one sheet of 
blotting paper, cover them with another, and place between 
several newspapers so that the pressure may be soft. Lay on a 
naked floor and cover with a board, upon which are laid heavy 
weights. Change the blotting paper every day, so as to prevent 
the moulding or miidew of the flowers, and when dry attach to 
one of the glass plates with a solution of gum shellac, and cover 
with the other. The frame of the screen should be of gilded 
metal or of lacquered 
brass, and if the bou- 
quet be disposed ef- 
fectively and artistic- 
ally, you will have a 
screen more delicately 
beautiful than if dec- 
orated with a painted 
bouquet. The glass 
soould be thick and of , 
good quality, and the 
frame should be after 
the ornamental idea 
in furniture of the 
period of Louis XVI 
of France. Should you Fkench Penwiper.— The four sides are in red 
«„-,., , ., , , plush, and the embroidery is worked iu chenille and 

una it not possible to then mounted on millboard. The interior is filled 
make a screen of the in with leaves of pinked-out black cloth. The model 
kind described, as there is f rom Mlle - Lecker > 3 Rue de Rolian , P a "s. 
is a revival of fancy 

for samplers, why not fill in your screen frame with a sampler ? 
Use silk canvas for the work, and embroider on it a spray of 
some favorite flower in cross-stitch, with a sentimental motto. 
The idea is original and you might start a furore. 

MRS. G. N. MOORE. "Have you seen anythsng of the bed- 
spreads and pillow shams made of mosquito net, enriched with 



Three-Fold Lamp or Candle Shade.— The three 
panels are bordered with plush, and filled in with 
tightly stretched silk canvas, either pink or cream. 
The motif in the center of each fold is embroidered 
au passe. A satin bow in the center. 





applied embroidery of linen? and if so, will you tell me some- 
thing about them ? I have heard that they are very effective, 
and that the work is more easily done than the darned work on 
net. I am anxious to surprise my mother with a bed set, and 
shall be obliged for advice in the matter." Bed sets of the 
description referred to by you are extremely handsome, and 
while the work can- 
not be expeditiously 
accomplished, it is by 
no means difficult. 
Choose for your bed- 
spread and pillow 
shams a piece of firm, 
strong, smooth net, 
two yards in width ; 
a piece of smooth and 
firm pure white linen 
sheeting of equal size, 
for the spread, and 
squares of pillow-lin- 
en for the shams. 
Haye the pattern you SorA Cushion.— Honeycombed ruby plush with 
would embroider gold or light blue buttons ; straight bands in pale 
stamped on the sheet Wue corded silk, covered with trails of multi-colored 
•j.u +u ** " I flowers in chenille, applied or worked on the mate- 

witU. tUe pattern of r i a l itself, and edged with fancy galon ; chenille 
diminished prop or- cord round the square, twisted at each corner into 
tions for the. pillow trefoils, from which dangle thick tassels. 

shams. It is well that 

the lines in the pattern should be flowing— a border for example, 
with a garland inside the border, and blossoms scattered over 
the surface of the center. After stamping, cut out the linen, 
baste the pattern carefully on the net, running a thread of 
coarse floss closely along the edge and confine with over-casting 
or button hole stitch done with Barbour's flax flourishing thread. 
Or, after securing the pattern on the net, the embroidery may 
be done by couching over wire cord or purl- edged braid. Work 
of the kind would be very effective done with Brainerd & Arm- 
strong's white embroidery silk. You could scarcely make a more 
elegant lace bed set than of this kind, while it would last for 
generations. Should you be tempted to use any color in the 
embroidery, we would suggest gold 
color ; but white on white is the 
taste of the moment, and in all 
lace effects it is far more chaste 
and beautiful than colors. 

SUSAN B. M. TURNER. "I 
have on hand a pair of French 
china vases of style neither antique 
nor modern, handsomely shaped, 
but not pleasingly decorated. I 
paint in oil colors, and I have 
thought I might improve my vases 
by attempting some decoration. 
I would like to use them in a spare 
bedroom in which blue of turquoise 
tint is the prevailing color in the 
wall papering and the draperies. 
What do you think of the idea?" 
Tou are thinking of doing what 
many ladies that have offensive 
vases, and can do flower painting, 
are now doing. If your vases are 
after the Greek amphorae in shape, 
you would do well to paint the 
neck and bottom turquoise blue, 
with a broad band of drab, 6cru, 
chocolate, or some neutral tint 
around the middle, and on this 
paint a cluster of trailing arbutus, 

oxalis, wild roses, or some other 

■ ' . . , ' . , ■ Wall Pocket.— Horn of plenty- 

study m pink ; or you might run shaped tidy, covered with plush .or 
a garland of flowers around the satin, and decorated with trails paint- 
non i„ Q i | in+a j Kon j • +w rtrtT1+ „„ edorembroidered,.pleatedsilkruch- 
neutral tinted band in the center. ing and hanging ri l bbon in 8llk con . 

Or, instead of the study of flowers, trasting with the ground. 

you might paint a pretty landscape, 

or a genre study. Apropos of decorating your vases ; we have 
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lately been shown a pair of vases painted by a young lady, with 
the necks and bottoms in pale Naples yellow, and a band of 
chocolate color around the middle, one relieved with a bunch of 
cherry blossoms and a few leaves, the other with a study of 
strawberry blossoms. Vases painted in this manner in oil colors 
may be varnished and then washed with safety. It is an ad- 
mirable plan for the decoration of china when it is inconvenient 
to send the pieces to the furnace to be fired. 

FLORENCE. They tell me that in the city some ladies are 
makiug handsome ornaments for mantel shelves and cabinets by 
painting stone ale- jugs. Have you seen any of them ? and can 



have grounding of gold or copper paint, relieved with the flower 
study ; but the metallic colors are really not as artistic or as 
pleasing to cultivated taste, as when the grounding is in neutral 
color. A pair of jugs in memory were painted in grounding of 
shelled stone blue, one of them relieved with a spray of golden 
rod, and the other with a tuft of red sumach, with each a few 
leaves. They were exceedingly pretty, and very ornamental. 
In this connection, for the benefit of our correspondent, we will 
mention an old-fashioned stone jar, painted in grounding of 
shelled stone blue, relieved on one side with a tuft of sumach 
and leaves, and on the other side with a mixed bouquet of 




Some French Knick-Knacks. 

No. 1. — Design for Photograph Frame Mat. 

No. 2. — French Banner. — Vandyked panel in satin, Roman sheeting, or any of the numerous materials specially prepared for banners, either to be painted or 
embroidered; the floral ornamentation and jaunty cordeliere, finished off with heavy tassels similar to those dangling from the points of the firinged edging, render 
this standard suitable either for a fire screen or a decoration. 

No. 3. — Photograph Table Screen (Front). — This miniature folding screen has three panels in satin or bright-colored American cloth, each beiug provided with 
a pocket, in which photos of every size are informally stuck in. Gilt or ebony mount. The back is either embroidered or painted with some Watteau subject. 

No. 4. — Photograph Table Screen (Back). — The frame is made in either dark or black wood with a gilt line, and each leaf is surmounted with carved 
bow, which is also gilt. The three leaves are covered in pale blue satin, embroidered in a Louis XV design with chenille; pretty bouquets and Pompadour 
garlands. The model is from Mile. Lapouge, 17 Rue d'Aumale, Paris. 



you give me a hint as to the style of the decoration?" Painted 
ale- jags and stone beer bottles are among the favorite expedients 
now fashionable hi home-decorated mantel and cabinet ornaments. 
Some of the most pleasing that are remembered have the ground- 
ing painting in stone color, shading from a deep tone at the 
bottom to quite a delicate tone at the top ; then upon one or 
both sides there is painted a spray or a cluster of flowers ; or a 
garland surrounds the middle of the jug. A later fancy is to 



golden rod and purple wild asters, which was filled with a bou- 
quet of dried grasses, autumn leaves, milkweeds, balls and pea- 
cocks tail feathers. It made a strikiug ornament in the parlor 
of a country house. 

ELSIE R. ROSS. *' I am anxious to make something very 
unique and handsome as a holiday present for my mother. 
I would like an idea for an anti macassar. Can you tell me 
anything new ? " The latest novelties in anti-macassars are painted 
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chamois-skin. Secure for the purpose a skin of large size, not 
very thick, and not mottled in the dressing. Cut it square, or 
oblong as you may prefer. Paint around the edge three tape 
bands about a fourth of an inch wide, with equal space between, 
one of copper, one of gold and one of silver, and for the centre, 
linked rings of the metallic colors, with a group of cherubs, or 
some other pleasing device. When finished, cut on the bottom, 
or at the bottom and the Bides, strips a fourth of an inch wide 
and about three inches deep for fringe ; bind the top with ribbon, 
and fasten to the chair with a ribbon bow at each upper corner. 
A very beautiful study for a chamois skin tidy, is Sir Joshua 
Reynold's "Singing Cherubs;" and another pretty study is a 
silver cobweb hung on the linked rings, with a sleeping Cupid 
entangled in the cobweb, his quiver appearing above one shoulder 
and his bow and arrow held carelessly in one hand. Should you 
hesitate to attempt the painting of faces, you could paint in the 
centre of your tidy a bunch of flowers. Paint the centre before 
you do the edges. 

MARY E. THOMAS. " I have been very greatly obliged to 
you for directions for knitting a cover for a hassock. The bri- 
oche from these directions is certainly a beautiful one, and does 
much not only toward contributing to the comfort of my husband 
when indulging in his post-prandial and evening cigars, but 
helps smartly to enliven the general effect of his library. Foot- 
rests are indeed a momentary craze with me, and if you can 
give me another hint as to making anything novel of the kind, 
you will confer an additional favor. And I speak not only for 
myself, but for several friends who confess to have grown quite 
dependent upon 'The Home Workshop' for assistance in devis- 
ing simple conveniences in house furnishing." It is encouraging 
to know that our readers are profiting by suggestions in "The 
Home Workshop." At some time soon we propose giving in- 
structions as to a cover 
in woolen crochet for has- 
socks. Just now we would 
make mention of the toad- 
stool foot-rest. If you 
have ever visited Boston, 
and have driven around 
through its charming su- 
burbs, you have probably 
wandered out to the Bak- 
er residence near the 
Wellesley Female College, 
and have been shown the 
artificial toad-stools 
among the many evidences 
of Mr. Baker's eccentrici- 
ties. Who knows but these 
treacherous artificial 
mushrooms in the pine 
grove at the rear of the 
Baker grounds, furnished 
the suggestion for the 
unique footstool. For the 
toad-stool foot-rest, have 
a couple of circles of inch 
thick pine boards, about 
twelve inches in diameter, 
joined by a standard from 
six to eight inches in 
height, three inches in 
Dkapery for French Window.— Large cur- diameter, set directly in 
tain in gray-blue plush, lined with old gold Surah the center and screwed 
silk, and raised up on the side with a cordeliere ^„ +rt 4.1^ ^««^ a #~„ tu~ 
and tassels, which are attached at the topnnder on to the boards for tne 
the draped valance ; on the opposite side a nar- top and bottom. Cover 
row breadth falls straight merely touching the the bottom board with 
ground, and bordered with Pompadour tassels, . "v«**« ™ , 

like those round the valance and the opposite long-nap green plush to 
curtain. imitate grass, cutting the 

pieces in semicircular 
shape, with a hole in the center large enough to -fit around the 
standard ; one side is sewed together in a seam, the plush turn- 
ed under for the other side, and when fitted on, sewed together 
in overseaming. Cover the standard with plush in dark eeru, 
and join in an overseam. For the gills of the mushroom. use a 
strip of stout cotton-backed salmon-pink satin, which must' be 
fastened by tacks around the edge of the upper circle and gath- 
ered around the standard. Lay on the upper circle a cushion 
made of bed ticking stuffed with hair, and cover this with light 
brown velvet, finishing the top with brown moss galon confined 
by small tacks, which should be invisible. It is well to cover 
the bottom of the lower circle with a piece of woolen cloth or 
stout linen, lapping this over the edge, and concealing the raw 
edges under a piece of green beading confined by very small 
tacks. Turn in the edge of the satin for gathering ; and if 
gathered with coarse, strong silk, the gathering can be effectually 
secured without the use of tacks, or the tacks can be set so as 
not to be seen. An artificial toad may be fastened on the bot- 
tom, but there must be no ribbon bows or other prettiness to 




mar the design in this extremely pleasing foot-rest. A close ob- 
server of nature can easily find colors in plush, satin and velvet 
to match the colors usually seen in the mushroom. 

MRS. L. M. McCOMB. "My husband is now abroad ; I am 
anxious to surprise him on his return, very shortly, with 
curtains of my own embroidery, for our parlor, as he is always 
much delighted with any fine handiwork done by his wife. But 
I am not an expert in Kensington embroiderey, and I do not 
think applique work would look well on plush. Can you ad- 
vise me in the matter?" Why not embroider your curtains in 
the cross-stitch, or in the Gobelin stitch ? Canvas in tinted 
patterns of the colors suitable to be used in floral and scroll de- 
signs, can be found in the shops of embroidery materials; and 
Brainard & Armstrongs silk flosses are admirable for the pur- 
pose. All that you have to do in this work after carefully bast- 
ing the canvas over the plush, is to follow the colors on the 
pattern, and after the work is done to pull out the threads of 
the canvas. Plush is of itself so elegant a material, that no 




"Luna"— The "Art Designer" Prize— Amateur. 
Miss Cissy Moore. 

embroidery save that of the richest character ought to be put 
on it, for fear of defacing it. But there need be no fear in the 
cross-stitch or Gobelin embroidery, if the pattern selected be 
handsome and the work be done carefully, i. e., by drawing your 
thread only close enough, and avoid wearing and roughing the 
thread. In selecting patterns we would advise those with a mass 
of flowers for the inner corner of the curtains, decreasing to a 
slender vine or a spray running up the inner edge, and a simi- 
lar effect on the bottom. Flowers intertwined with scrolls are 
very effective and artistic in embroidery, and the colors intro- 
duced in them are generally soft and pleasing. We have in mind 
a pair of curtains embroidered in cross stitch in a design of St. 
Joseph's lilies, the plush being in a rich shade of sapphire blue. 
A second pair of curtains of plush in dark terra-cot ta red, has 
in the corners a design of scroll-work intertwined with tea-roses, 
the tips of the petals deepening to crimson. It would be pleas- 
ing to vary the design in each corner, if each design is of the 
same general character, whether a triangular mass of flowers 
running out to slender sprays, or garlands for bordering. 

FLORETTE. "In a recent issue of your journal I noticed 
directions for making wall pockets of palm leaf fans. I have 
profited by those directions, and have made several charming 
wall pockets. But as I am already beginning to prepare presents 
for Christmas, I would like to know whether you can suggest 
any other variety of wall pockets, in order that I may make 
some for certain friends which I would would like to remember 
in presents." 

We are glad to know that you succeeded satisfactorily in 
making palm-leaf wall pockets. Since describing them for one 
of our correspondents, we have seen extremely tasteful pockets 
made of the straw matting wh ich covers tea chests. Before cutting 
the matting, draw on it with a pencil a square of from twenty 
inches to two feet, and with a needle and strong thread stitch 
through and secure the straw that it may not ravel when cut ; 
and after cutting, overseam the straw in thickly set stitches, 
and bind with tape. Around the edge sew a stout manilla rope, 
and paint the square in gold, copper, silver or nickel paint, 
turning up three of the corners and fastening in the centre ; 
and to the fourth corner attach a loop for hanging; a bow of 
ribbon, or a triplet of silk pompons may decorate the center. 
There are few fancies for hanging on walls prettier than these 
simple pockets. With the metallic paint as a grounding, they 
may be made still mere pleasing by painting a floral spray in 
each corner. It must be borne in mind that the pocket is formed 
by the gathering up of three corners of the square to the centre. 
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